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THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

When the community has gathered, the priest says:  

Bless the Lord, all you his creatures,
The people then say:  And forget not all his benefits. Amen.
The Priest prays:  O God, you have made us and all your diverse creatures which we now bring to you asking for your blessing. The relationships of comfort, work, and service, which we enjoy with them, benefit our lives. We thank you for enriching our lives with theirs. As you care for us, assist us to care for them who depend upon us, and bring us, and them, with the whole creation, to true perfection in love, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of St. Francis: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we receive. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen. 
All Things Bright and Beautiful

(Hymn 405, from The Episcopal Hymnal 1982)

Refrain

All things bright and beautiful,

All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful,

The Lord God made them all.

Verse 1

Each little flower that opens,

Each little bird that sings,

He made their glowing colors,

He made their tiny wings.

Refrain
Verse 2

The cold wind in the winter,

The pleasant summer sun,

The ripe fruits in the garden,

He made them every one.

Refrain

Verse 3

He gave us eyes to see them,

And lips that we might tell

How great is God Almighty,

Who has made all things well.

Refrain

The Lessons
A Reading from Genesis 9:8-17

The Psalm (all pray together)


Psalm 8:1, 4-5, 7-10
O Lord our Governor,

how exalted is your Name in all the world!

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

What is humankind that you should be mindful of us?

the offspring of humankind that you should seek us out?

You give us mastery over the works of your hands;

you put all things under our feet:

All sheep and oxen,

even the wild beasts of the field,

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,

and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

O Lord our Governor,

how exalted is your Name in all the world!

A reading from Matthew 6:25-26b
A Litany of Thanksgiving
Leader: We thank you, God, for the gift of life: for the beauty and wonder of creation and the life which you breathe into our every moment.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Leader: We thank you for the richness of animal life: for fish and birds, insects, reptiles, and mammals.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Leader: We thank you for the animals who give us faithful companionship, joy when we are happy and comfort when we are sad.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Leader: We thank you for calling us to care for these animals. May we learn love and respect for all living things through our relationships with them.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.
The Blessing of the Water
Priest:  Holy and Living God, from the beginning of creation you have chosen water as a vehicle to communicate and preserve us in your love. Through the ages, by the power of your Holy Spirit, the creation has been cleansed and sanctified to remain in life. Bless, we pray You, this water for the service of Your holy Creation; and grant that it may be a sign of the refreshment of your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Blessing of the Animals: The people now bring their animals forward to receive the blessing of water, in a timely and orderly fashion.  Following the blessing of your animal, you will be given a signed-certificate with your pet’s name on it and a medal.

THE BLESSING OF EACH PET (INDIVIDUALLY)

   "N.(name of animal) may you be blessed in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. May you and N. (the name of the "owner") enjoy life together and find joy with the God who created you."

Closing Prayer

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
Blessing of the People and Dismissal
                   Following the service, all are invited to stay for
             refreshments (cookies and apple cider) and visiting.
          Restrooms are located  in the Parish Hall, off the Parking Lot.
